
	

	
	
	

SURFRIDER	FOUNDATION		|		SURFRIDER.ORG	
	
	

Surfrider	Foundation	is	a	nonprofit	environmental	organization	dedicated	to	the	protection	and	enjoyment	of	the	world's	ocean,	waves	and	beaches	through	a	powerful	activist	network		

	
July	25,	2016	
	
To	the	Northeast	Regional	Planning	Body:	
	
We	are	joining	the	Surfrider	Foundation	in	thanking	you	for	your	work	in	developing	the	
nation's	first	regional	ocean	plan	(Plan),	and	calling	upon	you	to	make	the	following	
changes	in	the	final	draft:	
	
1.	PUBLIC	ENGAGEMENT	
Robust	public	engagement	is	a	cornerstone	of	the	National	Ocean	Policy.	To	best	
ensure	that	public	input	and	the	vision	our	coastal	communities	hold	for	the	future	of	
New	England's	coast	inform	decision-making,	we	ask	that	you	develop	and	integrate	
into	this	Plan	clear	processes	for	public	engagement	in	both	future	planning	efforts	and	
implementation.	This	includes	the	formation	of	a	regionally	representative	and	
sectorally	diverse	standing	stakeholder	liaison	committee,	and	the	incorporation	in	the	
Plan	of	a	known	stakeholder	database	organized	by	sector	across	the	region	to	provide	
agencies	and	applicants	a	starting	point	for	identifying	potentially	affected	ocean	users.	
Known	stakeholder	data	for	multiple	sectors	were	procured	during	the	development	of	
the	Plan	and	should	be	used,	with	the	addition	of	explicit	agency	commitments	to	
regularly	updating	the	database.	Such	a	database	should	be	a	starting	point	for	
outreach	and	not	a	standalone	measure	for	identifying	potentially	affected	
stakeholders.	To	increase	transparency	and	provide	the	best	engagement	mechanism,	
we	recommend	that	the	NERPB	provide	an	easily	accessible	online	form	for	the	public	
to	opt-in	for	notifications	across	the	Northeast	region	and	interests.	
	
2.	OCEAN	RECREATION	&	TOURISM	IS	VITAL	TO	NEW	ENGLAND!	
We	appreciate	the	inclusion	of	ocean	recreation	in	this	process,	and	urge	you	to	better	
emphasize	in	the	Plan	the	vital	role	this	sector	plays	to	New	England	communities.	
Coastal	recreation	and	tourism	is	the	single	largest	contributor	to	the	Northeast	
Region’s	ocean	economy,	accounting	for	55%	of	the	coastal	economy.1	An	estimated	
$18.6	billion	and	over	328,000	jobs	were	produced	in	the	NE	by	this	sector	in	2013.2	
These	contributions	are	vital	to	the	sustainability	of	New	England's	ocean	economy	and	
the	durability	of	our	coastal	communities,	and	are	dependent	upon	healthy	ocean	and	
coastal	ecosystems	and	effective	management	decisions.	The	Plan	should	explicitly	
highlight	the	recreation	and	tourism	sector	for	the	economic	and	sociocultural	values	
that	it	contributes	to	the	region.	The	Plan	should	include	specific	actions	for	filling	
known	gaps	in	understanding	ocean	recreation	and	specifying	deadlines	and	agency	
leads	for	completing	additional	characterization	work.	
																																																								
1	National	Ocean	Economics	Program,	http://www.oceaneconomics.org.	
2	ENOW,	Economics:	National	Ocean	Watch.	ENOW	Explorer,	2015.	Estimate	includes	direct,	indirect	and	induced	contributions.	
http://www.coast.noaa.gov/enowexplorer		
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3.	SUSTAINABLE	OCEAN	USES	REQUIRE	A	HEALTHY	ECOSYSTEM!	
Identifying	important	ecological	areas	is	critical	for	achieving	the	overarching	goal	of	
healthy	ocean	and	coastal	ecosystems,	and	we	thank	you	for	the	work	you	have	done	in	
assembling	the	ecosystem-based	management	working	group	to	develop	the	IEA	
framework.	While	such	identifications	will	be	used	in	different	ways	across	ocean	user	
groups	and	agencies,	this	initial	task	is	vital	to	complete	for	the	advancement	of	
planning	efforts	and	decisions	affecting	all	ocean	sectors,	uses	and	interests.	We	ask	
that	you	maintain	focus	on	identifying	IEAs,	and	tighten	the	timeline	for	completion	of	
this	priority	work.		
	
More	specific	recommendations	for	how	to	accomplish	these	recommendations	can	be	
found	in	Surfrider	Foundation’s	letter	to	the	NERPB,	submitted	on	July	25,	2016.	
	
Thank	you	for	your	trailblazing	work	in	developing	the	first	in	the	nation	regional	ocean	
plan,	and	for	considering	our	thoughts	on	improvements	to	this	precedent-setting	Plan.	
	
Sincerely,		
	
Albert	 Bechtel	 Green	Valley	 AZ	
Alex	 Neal	 Cardiff	 CA	

Trey	 Schmit	 McKinleyville	 CA	

Stefanie	 Sekich-Quinn	 San	Diego	 CA	
Suzanne	 Bores	 Trumbull	 CT	
Joseph	 Calabro	 Waterbury	 CT	
Deborah	 Dahlgren	 East	Hartford	 CT	
Eric	 Diana	 Ridgefield	 CT	
Jack	 Egan	 Stamford	 CT	
norman	 hines	 Simsbury	 CT	
Mary	ann	 Horrigan	 Stonington	 CT	
Peter	 Maguire	 New	Haven	 CT	
Alex	 Maskalik	 Windsor	 CT	
Sean	 McQuilken	 Groton	 CT	
Daniel	 Muller	 Stamford	 CT	
Joanne	 Orme	 Trumbull	 CT	
PJ	 Peabody	 Milford	 CT	
Hector	 Ramirez	 Bridgeport	 CT	
Doouglas	 Stuebe	 Weston	 CT	
Chester	 Terry	 Avon	 CT	
Heather	 Barackman	 Woburn	 MA	
Jennifer	 Beauregard	 Weymouth	 MA	
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Sheryl	 Bierden	 Westwood	 MA	
Todd	 Bleckley	 Malden	 MA	
Mary	 Bonner	 Milton	 MA	
paul	 bonner	 Franklin	 MA	
Joshua	 Casper	 Reading	 MA	
Kanti	 Chakrabarti	 Arlington	 MA	
Kristin	 Chase	 Amesbury	 MA	
Lisa	 Clark	 Somerville	 MA	
Mica	 Connors	 Cambridge	 MA	
Stewart	 Dalzell	 Stow	 MA	
David	 Donahue	 Dracut	 MA	
Rachael	 Donnelly	 Brighton	 MA	
Andrew	 Drowne	 Boston	 MA	
Edward	 Eads	 Hingham	 MA	
Nancy	 Fay	 Scituate	 MA	
Tim	 Geheran	 Needham	 MA	
Chas	 Geofroy	 Chilmark	 MA	

Jeanne	 Govoni	 Middleborough	 MA	
David	 Harmon	 Harwich	 MA	
Anne	 Hathaway	 Cambridge	 MA	
Tiffany	 Haverfield	 Boston	 MA	
Jennifer	 Hayes	 Gloucester	 MA	
Peter	 Howe	 Marblehead	 MA	
Guy	 Johnson	 Gloucester	 MA	
Robin	 Just	 Cambridge	 MA	
Johna	 Klebenov	 Newton	 MA	
Noel	 LaPierre	 Belmont	 MA	
Michael	 Marsch	 Boston	 MA	
Timothy	 McLaren	 Plymouth	 MA	
stephen	 miele	 Wellesley	 MA	
michael	 morris	 Newbury	 MA	
Alys	 Myers	 Dorchester	 MA	
William	 Pugliese	 Dorchester	 MA	
Linda	 Qureshi	 Chestnut	Hill	 MA	
Tyler	 Sheldon	 Bridgewater	 MA	
Lissa	 Bradford	 Auburn	 ME	
Katye	 Charette	 Cape	Elizabeth	 ME	
Nolan	 Collins	 Eliot	 ME	
Pauline	 DeBruyckere	 York	 ME	
Jacqui	 Deveneau	 Portland	 ME	
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Melissa	 Gates	 Cushing	 ME	
Teg	 Glendon	 South	Portland	 ME	
Jeffrey	 Goodno	 Kittery	 ME	
Michael	 Gray	 Jonesport	 ME	

Duncan	 Murphy	 York	 ME	
Dale	 pariseau	 South	Berwick	 ME	
Robert	 Peterson	 Westbrook	 ME	
Deane	 Rykerson	 Kittery	Point	 ME	
gordon	 shields	 Wiscasset	 ME	
Kate	 StClair	 Scarborough	 ME	
Crawford	 Zetterberg	 Wells	 ME	
Kimberly	 Zetterberg	 Wells	 ME	
Marie	Louise	
Morandi	Long	 Zwicker	 Sullivan	 ME	
Tara	 Davenport	 Concord	 NH	
Christine	 Gauthier	 Campton	 NH	
Cathy	 Grant	 Candia	 NH	
Frank	 Hwang	 Rye	 NH	
Jake	 Lewis	 Marlborough	 NH	
jamie	 mccallum	 Exeter	 NH	
Ryan	 McGill	 Rye	 NH	

Ginny	 Moses	 Hampton	 NH	
Rebecca	 OBrien	 Portsmouth	 NH	
Caryl	 Procita	 Peterborough	 NH	
nathan	 schaefer	 Antrim	 NH	
Hope	 Van	Epps	 Portsmouth	 NH	
Eva	 Barnett	 Brooktondale	 NY	
Don	 Haynie	 High	Falls	 NY	
Ellen	 Mendonca	 New	York	 NY	
David	 Miller	 New	York	 NY	
Michael	 Sweeney	 New	York	 NY	
Michael	 Tomassi	 Carmel	 NY	
Pete	 Stauffer	 Portland	 OR	
Tess	 Dunlap	 Evans	City	 PA	
Robert	J.	 Brennan	III	 Wakefield	 RI	
Edward	 Burman	III	 Narragansett	 RI	
Peter	 Collins	 Portsmouth	 RI	
Kevin	 Cunningham	 Lincoln	 RI	
Jane	A	 Desforges	 Providence	 RI	
William	 Dwyer	 Newport	 RI	
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Jeff	 Foye	 Wakefield	 RI	
Kristina	 Gregory	 Middletown	 RI	
Colin	 Hynes	 Narragansett	 RI	
Alexander	 Leadbetter	 Providence	 RI	
Thomas	 Mancini	 Cranston	 RI	
Michael	 McGourty	 Middletown	 RI	
Dennis	A.	 Moore	 Warwick	 RI	
EJ	 Otis	 Narragansett	 RI	
Rick	 Rhodes	 Wakefield	 RI	
Stephen	 Sauer	 Providence	 RI	
James	 Verinis	 Wakefield	 RI	
Elaine	 Becker	 Roanoke	 VA	
Jemelle	 Craig	 Virginia	Beach	 VA	
Rachel	 Baker	 Ryegate	 VT	
Jennifer	 Strobellang	 Fairlee	 VT	
Joel	 Trupin	 Marshfield	 VT	
	


