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intended to inform decision-making by measuring mul-
tiple metrics of ecosystem condition using existing data
and information. More background on the Ocean Health
Index is available at http://www.oceanhealthindex.org/.

Chapter 5
Science and Research Priorities

1.

Ecosystem services are the benefits that people

obtain from the structure and function of ecosystems
and include provisioning services (e.g., food),
regulating services (e.g., climate), cultural services
(e.g., aesthetic value), and supporting services

(e.g., nutrient cycling). For more information see http://
www.millenniumassessment.org.

The Federal Geographic Data Committee endorsed
CMECS in May 2012 (FGDC-STD-018-2012). CMECS
provides a comprehensive national framework for
organizing information about coasts and oceans and
their living systems. For more information on CMECS see
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/publications/cmecs.

For more information on coordination of mapping
efforts, see https://catalog.data.gov/dataset/u-s-
federal-mapping-coordination.
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